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Since Cowan's (1940) systematic revision of North Amenican wild sheep (Chvix conadensis ssp.), extant
and extinet populations in norbcastern California and the Sierma Nevada have been roferred 10 the subspecics
caljforniana. Recenly, Ramey (1993) and Ramey and Wehaisen (1996) demonstrated that specimens of
mouniam shosp from these parts of Califomia are genctically and morphometrically more similar 1o conspecifics
from the southwestem United Stadca, miber than to those from Washington and British Columbia, We acknowl-
edge this conflict with Cowan®s (1940) taxonomy, although the sysiemaiic sinmus of coljfrmians fom sxstem
Califomnin has net yot been revised accondingly, Hence, we report herein the translocation history of mountnin
sheep in Califormin currently classified as californians,

Bocanse this o is listed as threatened under the Califenin Endangered Species Act (Califomin Fish
and Game Commission 1995), Cowan's {19407 tneonomy refams legnl stnius.  Information presemied hereln i
hased largely on the summary of Bleich ot al, (1990 for translocations of mountain sheep in California.

Mountain sheep of the Califormia subspecies (€. & californiong) formerly oocured in =7 locations in
northeastern Califiorman, mnd 14 other populnthons cxisted in the Sicrra Mevada (Wehausen et al, 1987, Torres et al,
504, Blesch et nl, 1996, All soch populations in the northeasiem part of the siate have been extinpated. &8 have
boen the majority of those that accurred in the Sherm Mevadn. As recently as 1979, only 2 native populations
persiated ini the Sicrra Mevada, at ML Willamson and Mi. Baxier {Wichansen 19800

Northeastern Callfornin

The first translocation of mountain shesp in Califomia occusmed in 1971, when § females and 2 males
were translocated from British Columbia 1o an enclosure at Lava Beds National Monument, Siskiyou County
(Blaksdedl 1972, Weaver 1972). In 1972, two males in this population were thought to kave been killed illegally
(Blaisdell (1974, 1975); as a result, an additional mabe was caplured al the Charles Sheldon National Wildlife
Refuge, Nevada, and translocated 1o Lava Beds National Mooument (Blaisdell 1974),

In Febraary 1980, 1 mals and 3 females were translocated from the Lava Beds enclosure io the Wamer
Mountains, Modoc County (Sleznick 1980), and in March 1980 these were joined by 6 females (3 adults, |
yearling, 2 lambs) and 4 males (2 adults, 2 lambs) from Sawmill Canyon and Sand Mountain (Inyo County) in the
southern Sierra Nevads. During the summer of 1980, all remaining sheep at Lava Beds Mational Mooument
sucoumbed to prcumonia thought 1o have been contracted from domeatic sheep (Foreyt and Jessup 1982, Weaves
1283), Similarly, the entire Wamer Mouniains population died in 1938 of pneumonia siiribuied 1o pathogens
contracied from domestic sheep (Weaver and Clark 1988),

Sierra Nevada

In March 1979, 4 adult femabes, | yearling male and 2 male lambs from Sawmill Canyon, and 2 adult
mles from the adjacent Sand Mountain population, were translocated to Wheeler Crest in Mono County. In
March 1980, an additional 8 females (7 adults, 1 lamb) and 2 males (1 yearling, | lamb) were translocated 1o
Whetler Crest from Sand Mountain, This population was sugmented with 4 adult males from Sand Mountain in
Apeil 1982, and with 2 sdult females, | yearling female, and | yearling male from Sand Mountain in March 1986,
Thus, a tofal of 27 mountain sheep have boen translocated 1o Wheeler Crest.

In March 1980, 7 femabes (6 adults, | lamb) and 4 aduli males were translocated from Sawmill Canyon
and Sand Mountain to Mouni Langley in central Inyo County. The Mownt Langley popalation was augmented
with 6 females (5 adults, 1 lamb) and 3 sdult males from Sawmill Canyon in March 1982, and with 6 adult males
from Sand Mountain in Apnl 1982, Thus, & total of 26 moamain sheep were translocated to Mount Langley,
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In March 1986, 15 females (13 adubts, 2 lambs) and 12 nales (3 adults, 4 yearlings, 5 lambs) were mranslocaed
from Sand Mountain to Lee Vining Canyon, Mono County, in an effort to reestablish a population of mounizin
gheep that would wes historical mmmer range in Yosemite Mational Park. Because of losess to a0 vanety of caspss
during the first 2 years (Chow 19913, 8§ additional females (7 adults, 1 yearling) and 3 adult males were
translocaied fo Lew Vimng Canyon from Sand Mouniaim durning March 1988, Thas, a total of 38 mouniain sheep
were trmnsbocaied to Lee Vining Canyon.

Summury

During 1979-198%, 7 females and 44 males were capiured st Sand Mountin or Sawmill Camyon and
translocited o 3 historic ranges in the conirml Sierm Nevada and 1 hstons moge in noriheastern Californsa;
wdditionally, | female and | male died during these tmnslocation eors, The aticmpix (o reestablish mountnin
sheop on histonc anges in northeastern Californda, using animals from British Columbia, Mevada, and the Siera
Nievida were winsiccesalfunl. Cumently, mousntain sheep persist o the Sierm Mevada ol Lee Vindng Caman (mn <
500, Whaeler Crest (# < 207, and Meunt Lasgley (o < 300, 58 well as st Mr. Baxter (i = 30) and Mt Willianigon
in = 10) (Tomes et al. 19046).

iOf grean concern has been the precipitons populatan dscline st Sand Moontain and Sawmill Canyoa
(Wichausen 1596), which iogether comprise the Mt Baxier population, the source for previous iranslocations
within the Sicrm Nevada, Despite the well-organized efforts 1o conserve this cootype of mountain shoep (SBSIAG
1984, Bleich ef al. 1991], thers are <] 50 mouniain akeep in the Siesra Nevada, far fewer than in 1979 (Torres ét
al. 15996). Noncihcless, these shecp occur al 6, rather than st 3, locations, consisient with California’s metapopu-
lation conscrvation stategy (Tomes ot al. 1994), thenchy reducing the probability of simultancously losing all aof
the populations to a canstrophic event (Bizich ot al. 1996),

This is & coninbution from the California Depaniment of Fish and Game Mountain Sheep Conservation Program,
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